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Mr. Hume's anticipations were verified. The Government would
not budge from the position they had taken up, and in October
1892, for the first time in the history of local politics, the ' blud-
geon ' clause was applied and the Corporation was bullied into
submission to a high-handed and indefensible proceeding.

Pherozeshah's ascendancy in the civic chamber at this time was
undisputed. Few proposals which encountered his hostility had a
chance of being carried, and Commissioners thought twice before
they crossed swords with him; they felt comfortable when they
secured his support for their policy and measures. As one of them
wrote, if Pherozeshah failed to be convinced about any question, the
probability was that the Corporation would fail to be convinced as
well. A proud position for anyone to occupy, and a dangerous one In
the case of a lesser man. Be it said, however, to the lasting credit of
Pherozeshah, that he never abused the power he had won by sheer
force of character, ability and devotion to civic affairs. One charac-
teristic of his was particularly notable. Though continually fighting
against those in authority, he was always anxious to render unto
Caesar the things that are Caesar's. He never lent himself to bitter or
unreasonable criticisms of the executive, but stood up as its cham-
pion whenever he thought it was unfairly treated. On one occasion,
he publicly rebuked a close friend and colleague for hastily imputing
unfairness of conduct to the Commissioner, and strongly urged the
Corporation to mark its disapproval of such methods of argument.
Jealous as he was of the authority of the Corporation, he was equally
insistent on the maintenance of the position and dignity of its
officers. He commanded their respect no less, therefore, than that erf
the Corporation which, as an exasperated Commissioner ooce re-
marked, consisted of a "mass of raw, ignorant, inexperienced aiKl
exceedingly self-confident members, who can be influenced in any
direction so long as it is retrogressive, and doubly easily if it involves
animadversion on that executive, which they look on as their natural

enemy!'

II

One of the most notable events in the political history of modem
India was the election of Dadabhai Naoroji to Parliament 10 1892.